The Indians of Illinois by Mann, M. Estelle
THE INDIANS OF ILLINOIS.
BY
M. ESTELLE MANN.
Fop JHE DEQPEE OF B/\CJHEL,0p OF LEJJERS IN TpE 
G0L.LEQE0F LIJER/IJUREAND SGIENGE.
U N IV E R S IT Y  OF ILL IN O IS .
*893.
THE INDIANS IN ILLINOIS.
Much has been written during the past half century concerning 
the Indians of North America, but so far as I have been able to ascer­
tain, all accounts have been general and not local in their character. 
Although Reynolds, Moses, Davidson and Stuve, in their histories of 
Illinois have treated with more or less detail the origin and history 
of the Indians within the state, yet in no one book have I been able 
to find an account in which such special attention has been paid to 
this one feature of the State history as to afford a sufficiently clear, 
connected idea of the entire subject. Owing to the total lack of writ­
ten manuscripts among Indians themselves,it is impossible to gain any 
authentic information concerning their migrations, wars and festivities 
before the white man came to disturb their pristine content. Since we 
cannot separate myth from fact, the only alternative is to read their 
legends with due allowance, and in the same spirit of inquiry into men­
tal and spiritual characteristics, with which we read the folk-lore of
the ancient Germans.
2When the white nan came to America, he found the country east 
of the Mississippi River peopled by two great Indian families , the 
Iroquois and Algonquin. To the latter with one exception, belonged the 
Indians of Illinois. According to legends, the Algonquins originally 
came from the south west, pursued a northeasterly course toward the 
Mississippi, following the line of cultivation of maize, their favor­
ite cereal, turned east near the region of the 35th parallel, and 
thence followed an easterly course to the Atlantic coast, thence north 
to the Gulf of St.Lawrence, from which region they turned west, and 
took a course along the Great Lakes, back to the present states of Wis­
consin, Illinois, Indiana and Ohio.
"The territory of the Iroquois lay like an island in this vast 
area of Algonquin population." Since, however, the Iroquois affected 
only incidentally the history of the state, and never took up a perma­
nent abode within its limits, they are not entitled to any detailed 
recognition in this paper.
The earliest accounts which we possess of the Indians belonging 
to the present state of Illinois, have been furnished us by the French 
missionaries, who penetrated the western wilds in the latter part of 
the seventeenth century. At this time they found at least nine tribes. 
In the western part of the state, and along the Illinois river, were 
situated the five tribes belonging to the Illinois Confederacy. North 
west of them were the Kickapoos, who subsequently moved farther south* 
northeast, the Potawatamies, while east and southeast were the three
3tribes of the Miami Confederacy. Besides these must be mentioned the 
Mascoutins, Shawnees, Ottawas, Chippewas, Menominees, Santeax, Winne- 
bagoes, Sacs and Poxes, who subsequently entered the state, making in 
all eighteen tribes whose histories have been more or less identified 
with that of Illinois.
The tribes first claiming our attention are those belonging to 
the Illinois Confederacy,- the Kaskaskias, Tamaroas, Mitchigamies, 
Peorias and Cahokias. When in 1673, Marquette and Joliet sailed south 
from Wisconsin down the Mississippi River, they met upon the west bank 
of the river, a band of friendly Indians, who said they were Illinois. 
The calumet was proffered,a banquet served to the Frenchmen, and upon 
the following day, they again set out on their southward voyage, upon 
which they passed the present site of St.Louis, the mouth of the Ohio, 
and finally reached an Indian village in the present state of Arkansas. 
Thence the explorers went north again, entered the Illinois river, up 
which they sailed until they came upon La Vantum, a populous Illinois 
village about seven miles below the present city of Ottawa. Here the 
Frenchmen were received with great hospitality by the astonished na­
tives who feasted them and listened with good natured eagerness to the 
teachings of Marquette. The latter describes the village as containing 
74 lodges, several families in each lodge. The natives were tall, hand­
some, and affable, but do not show at any time in their history such 
superlative qualities as to entitle them to the name "superior men" 
which is supposed to be the meaning of the word "Illini."
4In 1679, La Salle visited the Illinois country, and found that 
the confederacy had increased, so as to include 460 lodges, and 6000 
or 8000 souls. Their territory extended to the mouth of the Ohio,and 
included ten or eleven prosperous villages. These were the palmy days 
of the confederacy. The very next year, their old enemies, the Iro­
quois, who years before had driven them from their camp fires to the 
western shores of the Mississippi, once more swooped down upon them, 
burned La Vantum, laid waste their fields, and with true Iroquois 
fiendishness, even tore open the graves of their ancestors. Upon the 
departure of the enemy, the Illinois gradually returned to their old 
home on the river, encouraged by the protection offered by the French 
fortifications of Crevecoeur and St.Louis. Their relations with the 
French were always most pleasant and amicable. With the aid of the lat­
ter they were enabled to resist so successfully another invasion of 
the Iroquois that that much dreaded foe retired forever from the fer­
tile valleys which they so coveted.
Although the Iroquois troubled the confederacy no more, other 
enemies continued to annoy them, especially the Fox and Sac Indians, 
who came down from the west upon the tribes at St.Louis intent on con­
quest. Having defeated the Sacs and Foxes; the Peoria tribes feeling 
that their position was yet insecure, moved further south to the re­
gion around Kaskaskia and Gahokia, where many of their kindred had 
settled. Here they continued to dwell under the fatherly protection of 
the French, until the close of the French and Indian War, when the
\territory passed into the hands of the English.
Nothing could have been pleasanter than the relations of the 
inhabitants of the French missions with their dusky allies. Through 
the labors of Father Marquette, many of the Indians had been converted 
to Christianity, and the mark of civilization which he commenced, was 
faithfully carried on by such Jesuit Fathers as Gravier, Pinet, Marest 
and Meruiet. Father Charleviox thus describes the Cahokia Mission in 
1721. "The Indians at this place, live much at their ease. A Fleming 
who was a domestic of the Jesuits, has taught them how to sow wheat, 
which succeeds well. They have swine and black cattle # # # The 
women are very neat-handed and industrious. They spin the wool of the 
buffalo into threads as fine as can be made from that of the English
t
sheep. Nay, sometimes it might be taken for silk."
Gradually the Illinois tribe deteriorated. Other tribes preyed 
upon them and reduced them in numbers. Lazy, shiftless and dissolute, 
at the close of the French and Indian War, they had certainly lost all 
claim to their significant name.
Pontiac, that Indian of Indians, visited them in 1764, intent 
on gaining their support in his grand conspiracy against the English. 
But neither the prospect of revenge nor the allurements of the wily 
chieftain could rouse them from their apathy, and not until Pontiac 
threatened "to consume their tribes as fire doth the wild grass on the 
prairies" did they spring to arms. Just what part they took in the ex­
ecution of Pontiac's design, we know not, but it could not have been
5
6extensive.
In the spring of 1769, Pontiac visited the towns near the mouth 
of the Mississippi River, and finally entered Cahokia, where he was 
received with honor, and given a grand feast. According to Parkman, a 
British trader in the village bribed a miserable Kaskaskia to kill him. 
The assassin followed the chieftain a little way out of the village, 
seized a favorable moment, and wounded him mortally.
Great was the uproar in the village when the atrocious deed was 
discovered; within a few days the news had spread throughout the Al­
gonquin tribes, and fierce and terrible was the revenge wreaked not 
only upon the Kaskaskias,but upon the other tribes of the confederacy. 
Hundreds of Indians from the North and East, enraged by the death of 
their leader, came down with fury upon the Illinois, utterly routed 
them, and forced a portion to take refuge in Port St.Louis. In this 
impregnable natural fortress, the Illinois might have successfully re- - 
pelled the invaders, had not their enemies cut off their water supply. 
Then the doom of the Illinois was sealed. A few made a last grand 
charge upon the foe, and were killed at the foot of the cliff, while 
the remainder met death in its most horrible form on the summit. Prom 
this pathetic episode, the cliff has ever since borne the significant 
name "Starved Rock."
The few miserable remnants of this once glorious confederacy 
remained in the region around Kaskaskia and Cahokia, and, according to 
Sir William Pittman, who visited Illinois in 1766, were a "poor, de­
7bauched and miserable people."
Such was their condition when George Rogers Clark made his cele­
brated conquest of Illinois in 1779; therefore a treaty of peace was 
the more easily consummated. In the fierce border warfare which ensued 
after the treaty of Paris, these Indians do not seem to have taken any 
active part. Nor do we hear of them again in connection with any great 
historical event.
Several interesting treaties were made between them and the 
United States Government; in which we may note the gradual but sure 
acquisition of territory by the latter. Before proceeding to describe 
these treaties, two others deserve mention. These were between the 
Kaskaskias and Cahokias, and William Murray, agent for the Illinois 
land company. Two tracts of land were ceded to the latter in the south­
ern part of the state, the transaction being remarkable from the fact 
that it was in direct violation of a proclamation issued by George III, 
of England, forbidding any private person to purchase land reserved 
for the Indians.
The first treaty involving the transfer of land in the Illinois 
country to the general government, was that of Greenville in 1795, in 
which was ceded "a piece of land twelve miles square, at or near the 
mouth of the Illinois river, emptying into the Mississippi; one piece 
six miles square, at the old Peoria fort and village, near the south 
end of Illinois lake, on said Illinois river". The Kaskaskias received 
in return an annuity of $500, "to be paid in goods, domestic animals,
3or implements of husbandry.
Eight years after the treaty of Greenville, William Henry Har­
rison met the Miami Confederacy,Delawares, Shawnees, Potawatamies, 
Kickapoos and Kaskaskias at Vincennes, and made a treaty in which cer­
tain boundaries in the Greenville treaty were definitely fixed, and 
Saline Creek in the southern part of the state, with adjacent land not 
exceeding four miles square, was ceded to the United States. The Gov­
ernment agreed on its part to deliver annually to the Indians a quant­
ity of salt,not exceeding 150 bushels. The Indians were to be permittel 
to cross ferries free of toll. Two months later the same nations met, 
and gave to the general government the "right of locating three sever­
al tracts of land, of one mile square each, on the road leading from 
Vincennes to Kaskaskia," and also a similar piece on the road from 
Vincennes to Clarksville, these lands to be used for the location of 
taverns for travellers.
At Vincennes in 1803, Wm.H.Harrison closed an important treaty 
with the Kaskaskia tribes, in which, with two reservations, they ceded 
all their land in consideration of the protection of the government, 
$580 in cash, an increase in their annuity of $1000, $500 toward build­
ing a church, and an annual payment of $100 to a Catholic priest. The 
cession amounted to 8,608,167 acres of land, nearly all the southern 
part of Illinois. Apparently by this transaction, the Government had 
gained all the land in the Illinois country, but later it was found 
that the Peorias with their lands had been left out of consideration.
9Therefore in 1818, the year in which Illinois became a state, Ninian
Edwards and Auguste Chouteau met representatives from the entire con-
%
federacy and there concluded a final treaty, which involved the follow­
ing land:
’’Beginning at the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, 
thence up the Ohio, to the mouth of Saline creek, about twelve miles 
below the mouth of the Wabash; thence along the dividing ridge between 
the waters of said creek and the Wabash, to the general dividing ridge 
between the waters which fall into the Wabash, and those which fall 
into the Kaskaskia river; thence along said ridge until it reaches the 
waters which fall into the Illinois river; thence a direct line to the 
confluence of the Kankakee and Maple rivers; thence down the Illinois 
river to its confluence with the Mississippi river, and down the latter* 
to the beginning". The stipulations of the former treaty were made to 
include the Peoria tribe, and in addition to $2000 worth of merchand­
ise paid to the other tribes, the Peorias were to receive $300 in "mon­
ey, merchandise or domestic animals" for a period of twelve years, be­
sides a reservation of one section of land including their village on 
Blackwater Ridge in Missouri” provided that said tract was not includ­
ed in a private claim.”
This is the last important record which we have of the Illinois 
Confederacy. Moses says that under the leadership of Du Coign, many 
of these Indians moved to Indian Territory in the first part of the 
century, and in 1850 numbered 84 persons.
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One of the largest Indian confederacies in America was that of 
the Wea, Eel River,Piankishaw, and Miami tribes, the confederacy tak­
ing its name from the latter. Although Dillon in his sketch of the 
Miamis, gives no legends of their migration, yet I believe it is gen­
erally accepted that they came from west of the Mississippi, and cross­
ing Wisconsin, came down into the eastern part of this state in 1672.
/
During their stay in Wisconsin, they were visited by missionaries, one 
of whom, St.Susson by name, relates that upon his arrival at the Pian- 
kishaw lodge, he was treated with the most marked courtesy, a sham bat­
tle and a ballgame being given in his honor. The chief was regarded 
with great deference by his tribe, a retinue of warriors accompanying 
him wherever he went. These missionaries who worked among the Pianki- 
shaws laud them to the skies in spite of the fact their Christianizing 
efforts among them were unsuccessful.
Upon their removal into Illinois, the location of the four trib 
was as follows:- The Piankishaws, farthest south, occupied the lands 
adjacent to the Vermilion and Wabash rivers, and between the Ohio, and 
the ridge separating the waters of the Kaskaskia and Wabash. It is dif­
ficult to locate the Eel River tribe exactly,- their home, however, w a 3 
probably along Eel River in Indiana, and the eastern boundary of Illi­
nois. They figured very little in Illinois history. The Weas first set­
tled around the southern extremity of Lake Michigan, but afterward mov­
ed eastward, into the northern part of Indiana. Therefore their histo­
ry is mainly connected with that of Indiana. South of them was the
11
great tribe of the Miamis, who arrogantly claimed that part of Ohio 
west of the Scioto river, all of Indiana, the southern part of Michi­
gan and the part of Illinois southeast of Pox river, and east of the 
Illinois.
The Miamis, called by the Iroquois and the colonies the "Twigh- 
twees," are very interesting. Not only superior in physique, and cour­
age, but also in intellect, they became prominent among the northwest 
nations very early. Unfortunately they have laft no records of their 
history previous to the advent of the French among them, so we lack 
any definite knowledge concerning their wars with other Indian nations. 
In 1681, when the Iroquois were threatening to wipe the Illinois con­
federacy out of existence, La Salle, after strenuous exertions,and the 
use of that diplomacy for which he was noted, succeeded in effecting 
an alliance between the Illinois and the Miamis. How long this lasted 
we do not know, but the Iroquois made no more serious depredations in 
the Illinois country for several years.
To this nation belonged the illustrious chief, Little Turtle, 
who, fired with patriotic fervor, stirred great numbers of Ohio and 
Indiana Indians into bitter resistance to the encroachments of the 
Americans.
It is a remarkable fact that the French missions among the en­
tire Miami Confederacy were unsuccessful. Even Fathers Allonez and Dab- 
Ion, two able Jesuit priests who worked among them between 1670 and 
1680 met with very little response. Unlike the Illinois, this confed­
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eracy, with the exception of the Piankishaws, were very hostile to the 
French. Later when the English threatened to usurp their green fields, 
they were prepared to resist with desperation, and Pontiac found in 
them effective allies in his great conspiracy.
Considering their vindictiveness towards all white men, we ad­
mire all the more the diplomacy which enabled George Rogers Clark, the 
enterprising Virginian, to form an alliance with all the Miami tribes 
in this state. Very interesting, and even amusing, is the story of the 
interview between Captain Helm, Clark's representative at Vincennes, 
and Grand Door of the Wabash, a prominent Piankishaw chief "in which 
Grand Door informed him that 'the sky had been very dark in the war 
between the Long Knives (Americans) and the English but now the clouds 
were brushed away, and he could see the Long Knives were in the right, 
and if the English conquered them, they might also treat the Indians 
in the same way.' He then jumped up, struck his hands against his 
breast, and said, 'he had always been a man and a warrior, and now he 
was a Long Knife, and would tell the red people to bloody the land no 
longer for the English.' On account, probably, of this alliance the 
Miami Indians of Illinois were not involved in the border warfare be­
tween 1783 and 1795.
The first treaty involving cessions of Illinois land, to which 
the Miamis agreed, was that made at Greenville in 1795, by the terms 
of which,three portions in the state were given up. Just how much of 
this land previously belonged to the tribes of this confederacy, it is
13
difficult to say, but since a large portion lay in the region belong­
ing to the Kaskaskia tribes, very little if any was ceded by the 
Miamis. Each tribe of the Confederacy received an annuity of $500 in 
"goods, domestic animals or implements of husbandry."
In the previously mentioned treaty of Ft.Wayne in 1803, these 
tribes took part, most of the land in the southern part of the state 
ceded in this treaty, probably belonging to them.
In the year 1805, the Piankishaws, by the treaty of Vincennes, 
gave up all that country(with the exception of a reservation herein­
after made) which lies between the Wabash and the tract ceded by the 
Kaskaskia tribe in the year 1803, and south of a line to be drawn from 
the northwest course of the Vincennes tract, north 78* west, until it 
intersects the boundary line which has heretofore separated the land 
of the Piankishaws from the said tract ceded by the Kaskaskia tribe."
The Piankishaws retained the right of living and hunting on 
this land, and besides retained a tract of some 1880 acres.
Gradually but surely, the white man was gaining the possessions 
of his red brother. Prom this time on, treaties were continually made 
ceding to the United States, the homes and hunting grounds of the In­
dians. In 1808, one was signed at Ft.Wayne,in which the Delaware,Pota- 
watamie and Eel River tribes ceded (with the consent of the Kickapoos, 
afterward obtained) "the lands on the northwest side of the Wabash 
from the Vincennes tract to a northwardly extension of the line run­
ning from the mouth of the aforesaid Raccoon Creek, and fifteen miles
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in width from the Wabash.” It was not until 1818 at St.Mary's that 
the Weas gave up all their land in Illinois, at the same time a reser­
vation in Indiana was held as their home. Just when any of these tribe 3 
moved to Indian Territory, I do not know.
Of all Illinois tribes, the Kickapoos were perhaps the most im­
placable foes of the Americans. Migrating from Wisconsin after 1670, 
they came down into Illinois where they gained footing only after many 
a desperate encounter with jealous enemies; however, superior prowess 
enabled them to come victorious into the very heart of this state.
Their favorite hunting grouns were between the Wabash and Illinois ri­
vers, along the Vermilion and Sangamon. Along these streams, and in 
their villages, chief among which was old Mackinac in McLean County, 
they passed their days,fishing, hunting, lounging, and planning those 
predatory expeditions which made them feared alike by red man and whit >. 
They are described as more cleanly and industrious than other tribes, 
brave, war-like, vindictive, quick to think, alert to act. The Illinoi 3
confederacy suffered terribly at the hands of this wily foe, the last 
depredation being committed as late as 1805,when a band of roving Kick■ 
apoos swooped down upon and carried off some Kaskaskia children who 
were gathering wild strawberries in the field.
Though the French missionaries labored zealously to save the 
souls of the Kickapoos, these depraved creatures could not be brought 
either by entreaties, prayers or trinkets to a realizing sense of thei:* 
condition, and not even the kindest treatment could change their hatrei
/
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for the white man. During the period following the Revolution, they 
fought resolutely against the American generals, and made a veritable 
reign of terror for the pioneers of Illinois and Indiana. Many are the 
tales of bloody massacres, hair-breadth escapes, and valorous exploits 
during these horrible days, and the name of Whiteside will always be 
remembered as connected with especially brave deeds. One in particular 
deserves mention. It is given in the ’Annals of the West." A band of 
Kickapoos, supposed to be led by Old Pecan, one of their most famous 
chiefs, stole nine horses from a settlement in Monroe County. A number 
of settlers started in pursuit, but before long all but eight returned. 
This little party, having chosen William Whiteside as their leader, 
bravely marched forward, recovered three of the horses, and then in 
two divisions approached a Kickapoo camp, and fired upon it, to the 
great consternation of the savages, who did not perceive at first that 
the attacking army consisted of only eight men. Whiteside, knowing that 
within a short time a large force of Indians would be upon them, order­
ed a retreat and by forced marches, reached home in safety without the 
loss of a single m a m  Such were the dangers of life on the border in 
those days.'
The Kickapoos took part in the treaty of Greenville, but did 
not cease their depredations upon the whites until after the war of 
1812.They were included in the treaty made at Ft.Wayne in 1803,con­
firmed a cession of land made by the Miamia, and other tribes in 1809, 
and ceded in addition "all that tract of land which lies between the
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tract above ceded, the Wabash, the Vermilion river, and a line to be 
drawn from the north corner of said ceded tract, so as to strike the 
Vermilion river at a distance of twenty miles in a direct line from 
its mouth." For this tract, one much coveted by the government, the 
Kickapoos received $700 in goods, and an additional annuity of $100, 
on condition the Miamis agreed to the cession.
Reluctant as was this nation to yield to the encroachments of 
the Americans, circumstances brought them to it at last. In 1819 they 
met the United States Commissioners at fidwardsville, and there signed 
away all their remaining land in Illinois, the location of which was 
as follows: "Beginning on the Wabash river, at the upper point of that 
cession made by the ninth article of the treaty of Vincennes, on the 
9th of December, 1809; running thence northwestwardly to the dividing 
line between the states of Illinois and Indiana; thence along said lin 
to the Kankakee riva? ; thence with said river to the Illinois river; 
thence down the latter, to its mouth; thence with a direct line, to 
the northwest corner of the Vincennes tract, as recognized in the trea 
with the Piankishaw tribe of Indians, at Vincennes on the 30th of Dec­
ember, 1805, and thence with the western and northern boundaries of 
the cessions heretofore made by said Kickapoo tribe of Indiana, to the 
beginning." In exchange for this magnificent grant, the Indians peace­
able possession, $3000 in merchandise, $2000 in annuities, and a tract 
of land in Missouri,to which the Kickapoos gradually removed, being 
assisted in their emigration by the Government. They did not remain
*y
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long in Missouri, but went to Texas, at that time not under the Domin­
ion of the United States. The remnant of this once large tribe now liv? 
for the most part, in Indian Territory,and in 1875 numbered 805 souls.
Allied to the Kickapoo nation, and afterward absorbed by it, wa 3 
a tribe called the Mascoutins or Meadow Indians. Unlike the Kickapoos, 
this tribe seems to have been on friendly terms with the Illinois con­
federacy. They were, however, extremely hostile to the Americans. When 
George Rogers Clarke was endeavoring, in councils to make alliances 
with the Indians, a conspiracy was hatched among the Mascoutins agains ; 
the Americans. They were to gain entrance to the fort at Cahokia, by 
means of a ruse, then massacre the garrison and murder the commander. 
Luckily, the plot was discovered in time to prevent a catastrophe. The 
conspirators were brought into the council, and there treated with the 
greatest contempt by Clarke, who told them, he no longer regarded them 
as men. Disgrace being even more unendurable than death to the proud 
Indians, two of the young men came forward and with true patriotism 
offered their own lives in atonement for the sins of the tribe. This 
noble act reinstated them in the good graces of the commander, and not 
long afterward a treaty of peace was made.
The Shawnees, a daring and warlike nation, driven west by the 
Iroquois, entered the southwestern part of the state in 1750, and set­
tled in-the vicinity of the present Shawneetown. They remained in the 
state only a few years, during which time they nearly exterminated the 
Tamaroas, and then betook themselves to Ohio. The Shawnees claimed
Tecumseh, the celebrated Indian chief, who defended so bravely the 
green fields north of the Ohio, until slain in the battle of the Thame 3 
Some historians assert that the Potawatamies were a branch of 
the Chippewa nation, while others deny such a connection and claim on­
ly a friendly alliance between them, and likewise the Ottawas. What­
ever may have been their race affinities, we certainly find these thre3 
nations in later times, acting in concert, although in an earlier per­
iod they made war upon one another.
We first hear of the Potawatamies in the region north of Lake 
Huron, and around Green Bay, whence they emigrated into northern Ohio, 
Indiana, and northeastern and central Illinois, on the east side of 
Rock river, and on the prairies between the Illinois and the 'Wabash. 
"They had villages upon the Kankakee and Illinois rivers. Among them 
we name Minimaung, or Yellow Head, situated a few miles north of Mo- 
mence, at a point of timber still known as Yellow Head Point; She-mar- 
gae, or the Soldier's Creek, that runs through Piankakee City, and the 
village of 'Little Rock' or Shaw-wan-nas-see, at the mouth of Rock 
Creek, a few miles below Kankakee City."
The Potawatamies were called "Fire Makers," and were described 
by the French missionaries as "tall, fierce and haughty." Yet they wer3 
exceedingly friendly to the French, and received the Jesuit instruction 
with patience and respect if not with real understanding.
In proportion to their love for the French was their hatred for 
the English and Americans. 'We find them among the immediate followers
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of Pontiac during his war upon the English. In spite of their bitter 
animosity, George Rogers Clarke succeeded in gaining their support. 
Nevertheless, we find these same Potawatamies fighting with Tecumseh, 
against Harrison at Tippecanoe, and later with the British in the war 
of 1812.
In the year 1811, a number of depredations and murders had been 
committed in Missouri, by Indiarf tribes, chief among whom were the 
Potawatamies. In compliance with a requisition from the Governor of 
Missouri for the murderers, Edwards, the Governor of Illinois, sent 
Colonel Levering up to the Indian village on the Illinois river, to 
demand satisfaction. The party of Americans were given a friendly re­
ception, and a council was summoned before which Levering read Gov.Ed­
wards ' message to the Indians. In reply, on the following day, the 
chief Gomo delivered an eloquent speech, part of which, at least, de­
serves insertion:
"At the treaty of Greenville, General Wayne told us that the 
tomahawk must be buried, and even thrown into the great lake, and 
should any white man murder an Indian, he should be delivered up to 
the Indians; and we on our part, should deliver up the red man who 
murdered a white person to the Americans (Gomo was mistaken here).
# # Some of the Kickapoos killed an American. They were demanded, were 
given up, and were tied up with ropes around their necks for the mur­
der. # # # Our custom is to tie up a dog that way when we make a sac­
rifice. # # # When the French came to Niagara, Detroit, Mackinaw,and
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Chicago, they built no fort or prisons, nor did the English who came 
after them; but when the Americans came, all was changed. They built 
forts and garrisons and blockades wherever they go. From these facts 
we infer that they intend to make war upon us."
Certainly no civilized orator could have spoken more forcibly 
than did the savage chief; but Levering with American shrewdness suc­
cessfully met his arguments, and brought the interview to a satisfac­
tory termination.
It was this nation who was implicated in the massacre at Ft. 
Dearborn, one of the most atrocious deeds in the annals of the coun­
try. By the treaty of Greenville, a tract of land six miles square at 
the mouth of Chicago river was ceded to the Government. Upon this spot, 
in the very heart of the present great city was built Ft.Dearborn. At 
the beginning of the war of 1812 it was inadequately garrisoned by 26 
militia and 84 regulars under the command of Capt.Heald. Many of the 
men had their wives and children in the fort.
On the 7th of August 1812, Winnimeg, a friendly Potawatamie, 
arrived at the fort with a message from General Hull, commander of the 
North West, announcing that war had been declared, and ordering Capt­
ain Heald to distribute the supplies among the neighboring Potawata- 
mies "as a peace offering," and then to evacuate the fort. In spite of 
the protestations of the under officers, who felt sure that on account 
of the hostility of the Indians, such a step meant disaster, Captain 
Heald determined to execute General Hull's order. He held a council
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with the Indians on the 12th, and those wily hypocrites readily prom­
ised in return for the ammunitions and supplies of the fort to furnisl 
the garrison with an escort to Ft.Wayne. Upon his return from the cour - 
oil, the Captain for the first time was made to see the danger of giv­
ing firewater and ammunition to the Indians. Too late, he saw his mis­
take, and immediately tried to rectify it by making another and a 
worse. He ordered all the ammunition to be hid in a well, and the al­
cohol casks to be broken and sunk into the river. Great was the indig­
nation of the Potawatamies when they found what had been done; yet in 
spite of their threatening attitude, Captain Heald ordered out the 
garrison on the morning of the 15th. They had marched only a short di! 
tance along the lake when Captain Wells rode back to the regulars 
shouting, "They are about to attack us; turn instantly, and charge upcjn 
them." Although the troops gallantly obeyed,they were out numbered by 
the Indians, and a bloody massacre followed,in which men, women and 
children met the same horrible fate. A few fortunate ones escaped or 
were taken prisoner and ransomed the next year, but most of the gar­
rison were murdered.
The Ottawas and Chippewas whom I have already mentioned as al­
lies of the Potawatamies came down from the northwest, and made their 
homes in Wisconsin, and the northeastern part of Illinois. These races 
are found associated with the Potawatamies in nearly every important 
treaty, which the latter subscribed.
The Potawatamies made no important cessions of land in Illinois
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until 1816, although they had been party to many of the treaties al­
ready described. By this treaty they ceded to the United States a trac|t 
of land twenty miles wide between Pox river, Lake Michigan, Kankakee 
river and the mouth of the Pox, also a tract of land contained in the 
cession of the Sacs and Poxes "south of a due west line from the south­
ern extremity of Lake Michigan to the Mississippi," in return for which 
they were to receive an annuity of $1000 for twelve years, besides mer­
chandise, and a piece of land "north of a due west line from the south­
ern extremity of Lake Michigan to the Mississippi," with the exceptior 
of certain reserved tracts.
In 1818, the Potawatamies ceded land, part of which lay along 
the Vermilion river, in the central eastern part. In 1829, at Prairie 
du Ghien, the three allied nations, with the Sacs, Poxes and Menomi- 
nees, subscribed to a treaty, which gave 8,000,000 acres to the Unit­
ed States, part of which was located in northern Illinois. Por this 
immense and valuable tract of land, the Indians received only $16,000<
and fifty barrels of salt a year, besides the use of a certain black­
smith shop in Chicago. It was not until 1833 that the Potawatamies 
gave up their claim to their homes east of the Mississippi; thence thejy 
gradually moved westward beyond the river, and finally settled in In­
dian Territory, where in 1850 they still numbered 1500.
"The final emigration of the Potawatamies from the Wabash, unde|r 
charge of Colonel Pepper, and General Tipton of Indiana," says H.W.
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Beckwith, in his History of Iroquois County "took place in the sum­
mer of 1838. This body in their westward journey passed through Dan­
ville, Ills., where they halted several days, being in search of food. 
The commissary department was wretchedly supplied. The Indians begged 
for food at the homes of the citizens. Others, in extremity, killed 
rats at the old mill on the North Pork, and ate them to appease their 
hunger. Without tents, or other shelter, many of them, with young babe 
in their arms, walked on foot, as there was no adequate means of con­
veyance for the weak, the aged, or infirm. Thus the mournful proces­
sion passed through the state of Illinois."
The Menomonees and Santeaux were two nations who at one time 
roved over the northern part of the state, but their history more pro­
perly belongs to Wisconsin and Michigan. The Santeaux were a branch of 
the Chippewas, and like them were brave and warlike. They had several 
thriving villages along the Rock and Mississippi rivers, out of which 
they were driven by the remorseless Sac and Pox tribes.
In the northwestern part of the state, and along Rock River, 
were the Winnebagoes, a tribe of Dakotah origin, as is evident from 
their gutteral language. According to their own legends, they were 
driven from this state by the Illinois Confederacy into the region 
around Green Bay, where French missionaries found them in 1647. Prom 
Green Bay, they gradually moved southward again and entered Illinois. 
Although uncouth in appearance, they were brave in war, and fought 
stubbornly against the English in Pontiac’s War, and later against the
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Americans, in the war of 1812.
The last annoyance suffered by the state at their hands,was in 
1827, when they resisted the encroachments of the lead miners living 
at Galena. In conjunction with the Sioux, whose chief, the noble Red 
Bird, had been enraged against the whites by what he considered un­
fair dealings with certain Sioux prisoners, the Winnebagoes attacked 
two boats going up the river to Port Snelling. Great was the constern­
ation and alarm of the settlers; but troops were sent immediately to 
the scene of the disturbance, and within a short time, the humbled 
Winnebagoes subscribed a treaty, ceding to the Government all their 
land south of the Wisconsin. I think that their claim to the land, in 
the first place, was extremely questionable, since by the treaty of 
1816, already mentioned,the Government ceded to the Potawatamies the 
land lying "north of a due west line from the southern extremity of 
Lake Michigan to the Mississippi river," and this certainly was not 
receded before 1829. It was the Potawatamie nation, then, who should 
have been jealous of the Galena miners.
Hardly had the Americans succeeded in quieting the Winnebagoes, 
when new foes presented themselves in the west,- the tribes of the Sac 
and Poxes. These Indians, driven by the Iroquois and Wyandots, came 
down into Iowa, Wisconsin and Illinois in the early part of the eigh­
teenth century, and by inter-marriage, and long association had become 
as one nation. Strong, brave,"physically and morally the most striking 
of their race," the Sacs and Poxes, with their Kickapoo allies, sue-
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ceeded in almost exterminating the Illinois Confederacy. The French 
missionaries found them intractable foes, "the Fox being the Algonquir 
tribe," says one writer, "upon whom the French ever made war." During 
the conflict of 1812, the Sac and Fox nation, with the rest of their 
race fought against the Americans, and at the time of the Winnebagoe 
war, once more began to show signs of hostility.
In the year 1804 a treaty was made with the Sac and Fox Indians 
at St.Louis, by the terms of which all their land included between the 
Illinois, Fox River (of Illinois), Wisconsin and Mississippi rivers 
was ceded to the general Government, in return for the mere pittance 
of $1000 a year. The Indians reserved the right of hunting and fishing 
on this land until it should be bought from the Government by individ­
uals. Up to 1829, the Indians had lived in comparative peace in Sauk- 
enuk, their favorite village, situated on the point of land formed by 
the union of the Mississippi and Rock rivers. Here were comfortable 
wigwams, fertile fields and here too were the graves of their ancest­
ors. At this time there were homes for 7000 or 8000 Indians in this 
prosperous village ; and the outlying fields yielded crops of corn, 
barley and pumpkins, ample enough to supply the wants of the inhabi­
tants. Such fertile fields and rich hunting grounds could not fail to 
attract the settlers of the state, and with the western spirit of greed, 
they pushed forward until they had reached the Indian village. From 
the time of the first settler's advent, the misery of the Indians be­
gan, and ill feeling grew.
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The Indian chiefs were Keokuk and Black Hawk, the former friend­
ly, and the latter hostile to the Americans. Although in 1829, the gov- 
ernment had transferred the land upon which Saukenuk was situated, to i 
private firm, Black Hawk, still maintained that his people had a right 
to their homes. The treaty of 1804, he said was obtained from a few 
Indians who were intoxicated at the time, therefore the treaty was 
void. Great was Black Hawk's indjgnation, when his countrymen, upon 
returning from their annual hunt, found their fields and homes appro­
priated by the Americans. Open threats from Black Hawk, and deeds of 
violence from his enraged Indians, alarmed the settlers. At their re­
quest, Governor Reynolds sent General Gaines to the rescue with a fore? 
of regulars, and volunteers. When this army of 2500 men approached the 
village, the Indians fled across the river. A council was held, and 
Black Hawk signed a treaty in which he promised not to cross the Miss­
issippi again, without the consent of the Government.
Although he had apparently yielded, Black Hawk was by no means 
subdued, and the very next year, encouraged by the whispered councils 
of the British at Malden, he crossed the river with his warriors and 
squaws, for the purpose, he said, of raising crops among the Winneba- 
goes. Upon hearing of Black Hawk's hostile movements, and suspecting 
his real object was to gain allies among the Winnebagoes and Potawata- 
mies,General Reynolds called for volunteers, and sent an army under 
General Atkinson to the scene of hostility. A disastrous scouting ex­
pedition tinder Major Sillman inaugurated a war which did not end until
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the Sacs, reduced by hunger and fighting, were driven up into the wilds 
of Wisconsin, and defeated in the bloody battle at Bad Axe river.Black 
Hawk escaped, but was captured and delivered to the Americans by the 
treacherous Winnebagoes, After signing a treaty of peace at Rock Is­
land, the prisoners were taken to Fortress Monroe, and then to Wash- 
ington, where Black Hawk had an interview with the President. On their 
homeward journey, they were conducted through the principal cities of 
America, that they might see and wonder at the power and grandeur of 
the government that had subdued them.
Upon his return to his tribe, Black Hawk was called upon to ren­
der obeisance to Keokuk, as the ruler of his tribe. This was too much 
for the haughty spirit of the once great chieftain, and he angrily crisd
i
"I am a man; I will not conform to the council of any one, I 
will act for myself, no one shall govern me. I am old, my hair is gray.
I once gave council to my young men.Am I now to conform to another? I 
will soon go to the Great Father, where I shall be at rest. What I sail 
to our father at Washington, I say again, I will always listen to him,
I am done."
Except for another visit to Washington, and occasional expedi­
tion to Rock Island, Black Hawk spent the remainder of his life in a 
peaceful Sac village on the banks of the Des Moines River, Iowa. Here, 
at the age of seventy two, his spirit passed to the happy hunting - 
ground.
With the departure of the Sacs and Foxes, we have seen the last
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Indian nation bid farewell to their Illinois homes, the homes which 
they had loved with such devotion, the homes they had defended with 
such desperate valor. Yet neither devotion, nor valor could success­
fully resist the onward march of civilization, and therefore the In­
dians were forced to yield to the whites. Not until they learn to 
adapt themselves to civilization, do I see any fate but extermination 
for the American Indian.
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